
Grade 6 Reading 

SUMMARIZE THAT! 
* Remember that when summarizing we are looking for the MOST important events of the book* 

 

Title: Bombardment  Author: Joseph Bruchac 
 

 
WHO 

(WHO is/are the MAIN character(s)?) 
 

Primary Character 
• Joseph Bruchac 
Secondary Characters 
• Coach Fasulo, Red, Frapper 

 
WHAT 

(WHAT is the STORY about?) 
(WHAT does the character WANT?) 

 

• Joseph wants be included and be successful while 
playing game called Bombardment/dodgeball 

• Wants to be accepted for who he is 

 
BUT 

(WHAT is the MAIN 
CONFLICT/PROBLEM?) 

 

• he is teased, has no self-confidence, small/weak, lack  
of athleticism, causes him to be chosen last 

• lacks social skills, doesn’t have a lot of friends 

 
SO… 

(WHAT are the MAIN EVENTS?)  
 

EVENT # 1 
• Coach Fasulo picked Joseph as team captain for the 

first time 
• As team captain, Joseph strategized with Red about 

which players to pick on their team 
• Chose kids of varied height, speed, ability 
EVENT # 2 
• boys are involved in an intense game 
• even though Frapper is out, he was chanting Joseph’s 

name to encourage him and cheer him on 
• eventually, Joseph was one of the 2 players left 

standing on his team 
EVENT # 3 
• Almost simultaneously, Red and Joseph got eliminated 

from the game 
EVENT # 4 
 

 
FINALLY 

(HOW is the PROBLEM/CONFLICT 
solved?) 

• Frapper punched Joseph in the bicep to congratulate 
Joseph for a well-played game and to encourage him 
for next time 

• Left Joseph stronger mentally and physically, with 
feelings of inclusion and confidence that he took with 
him in the future, and helped him to be successful 

 
MESSAGE 

(WHAT did you LEARN?) 

 

• never give up – determination and a positive spirit are 
notice by others (Coach) and rewarded (team 
captain) 

• don’t discourage yourself, you never know what you 
can accomplish 

• it’s okay to be different 
• maintain a growth mindset – we all grow and change 

	  


